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obtained; the ortho and para." This statement is
further proof that Beilstein was mistaken in his no-
menclature.
The second dinitrotoluene was discovered by Rosen-
still, but he was not sure whether it was the 1-2-3,
the 1-2-5, or the 1-2-6 compound. Dr. Cunerth,
after much work, identified this dinitrotoluene as the
1-2-6 modification.
The 1-3-4 dinitrotoluene was discovered by Beil-
stein, who did this work independently of Kuhlberg
in 1873. It was then that Beilstein gave the names to
the three known dinitrotoluenes. The 1-2-4 modi-
fication he called the a; the 1-2-6, the /?; and the
1-3-4, the 7. This nomenclature is not strictly
adhered to, by modern chemists, the usual manner of
denoting a certain di- or trinitrotoluene being to state
the position occupied by the groups.
Lampricht is credited with the isolation of the next
dinitrotoluene. This was the 1-2-5 derivative, and
was discovered by Lampricht during experiments on
the action of fuming nitric acid on toluene.
The isolation of the remaining two modifications,
the 1-2-3 and the 1-3-5 is somewhat in doubt. The
sources of information at hand point to either Nolting
and Witte or to Bernthsen as the discoverers.
In considering the history of the trinitrotoluenes, it
is found that modern chemists enter the field. The first
three of these modifications were discovered quite early,
it is true, but the last three were discovered within the
past three years, and their discovery was due indirectly
to the great war. With the trinitrotoluenes, as with
the dinitro-, there are possible six isomers. The most
interesting of the six is the 1-2-4-6 or symmetrical